
MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

NORWOOD PARK FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT  
7447 W. LAWRENCE AVE. 

HARWOOD HEIGHTS, IL 60706 
  

The Board of Trustees of the Norwood Park Fire Protection District, Cook County, Illinois 
convened at the regular meeting place of said Board on the 14th day of April 2025, at 6:30 P.M. 
at 7447 W. Lawrence Ave., Harwood Heights, Illinois.  
 
The meeting was called to order and upon roll call the following named members answered 
present:  
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes, 
Trustee Palazzo; yes, Chief Peistrup; yes.  

 
The pledge was said at the start of the meeting. 
 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE AUDIENCE (Public Participation)  
A motion was made by Trustee Kolaski and seconded by Trustee Santoro to suspend the rules 
to permit visitors to be recognized. The Board retains the right to refuse to recognize any 
individual if they feel their comments are not relevant or to "put them off” if they exceed their 
time allotment. After all, have had an opportunity to address the Board, the President moves 
the rules be reinstated, and the Board will proceed with meeting.  
AYES: 7 NAY: 0  MOTION CARRIED  
  
Swearing in of Firefighter Eugene In (start date was 04-01-2025). 
 
Motion by Trustee Mezzano and seconded by Trustee Kolaski to go to recess. 
Roll Call:             Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes 
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Entered recess at 6:34pm. 
Returned from recess at 6:44pm. 
 
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes, 
Trustee Palazzo; yes, Chief Peistrup; yes.  

 



Motion by Trustee Rybak and seconded by Trustee Palazzo to approve the following minutes: 
- Board of Trustee Regular meeting minutes held on March 10, 2025. 
Roll Call:             Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes 
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Chiefs’ Report:  
  
Chief stated he hopes all is well and that all Trustees received a written report. 
 
We have been busy and are on pace to break our record number of calls in 2023. 
 
There have been some traumatic calls the personnel recently responded to, Chief has talked to 
all involved and reminded of services the department offers. 
 
Moral appears to be good. 
 
Chief has had several conversations with our attorney. The last time the Policy Manuel was 
reviewed was in 2019. They have started the review process and will update what is required. 
 
We have 15 individuals that have signed up to take the entry level firefighter test, May 7th is the 
written test. 
 
The apron concrete work will start early to mid-May. 
 
The ambulance will begin production soon and we should receive it January 2027. 
 
We started the process of ordering another ambulance, will know more soon. 
 
Motion by Trustee Rybak seconded by Trustee Kolaski to approve the Chief’s report for March 
2025.  
AYES: 7 NAY: 0  MOTION CARRIED  
  
President’s Report: Trustee Rybak stated she is still working on the flu vaccine program with 
Resurrection Hospital. 
 

Schedule of Assets  
(Arising from Cash Transactions)  

March 31, 2025 
Assets  
Checking and money market accounts:  
Byline Bank ambulance billing money market #4304492                                            $360,015.27 



Wintrust -MM #2776                                                                                                         4,531,048.08 
Wintrust- Checking #9771    30,709.74 
Wintrust- Ambulance #2671                                                                                             2,688,407.60 
Wintrust- Medical #0599        8,104.91 
Wintrust- Donation #4129       1,223.38 
Wintrust- FSA #0713     15,985.55 
Wintrust- Business Account #6537                                                                                        35,376.11 
Total checking and money market accounts                                                                $6,195,087.15 
 
Certificates of deposit (interest rate and maturity):  
Belmont Bank (5.15%, 02/10/26)    1,052,189.28 
Belmont Bank (4.909% 07/21/25)  643,706.05 
Belmont Bank (4.087% 01/19/26)   1,052,230.97 
Total certificates of deposit                                                                                                 $2,748,126.30 
Total checking, money market and certificates of deposit                                          $10,428,996.94 
 
Motion by Trustee Santoro and seconded by Trustee Palazzo to approve the following: 

- March’s accounts payable expenditures in the amount of $679,162.26. 
- The Treasurer’s Report as presented from the Financial Statements for March 2025. 

Trustee Santoro explained a couple of the larger expenses. 
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Committee Reports:                
Finance Committee- Trustee Santoro stated there was a committee meeting today. We will be 
opening a CD. The plan is to have CDs mature when the engine in 2028 and ambulances in 2027 
and 2028 are completed and payment is due.     
 
Building and Equipment Committee-Trustee Wegrecki stated there is nothing to report. 
 
Policy Committee- Trustee Kolaski stated there was nothing to report. The Chief submitted the 
manual to the lawyer, and they will be making revisions.   
 
Community Relations Committee- Trustee Santoro stated that April 26th is Kindness Day, and 
we will hand out Vial of Life and teach CPR. October 4th will be our Open House.  
  
Pension Fund Member- Trustee Massaro stated that the next meeting is May 19th. There is an 
election to replace Chief Peistrup and for the active firefighter, there are 6 candidates for the 
two spots.     
 
 



Old Business:   
None 
 
New Business  
Motion by Trustee Rybak and seconded by Trustee Kolaski to approve Resolution #25-4, A 
Resolution authorizing acceptance of credit cards and adopting a credit card acceptance policy 
by the Board of Trustees of the Norwood Park Fire Protection District. 
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Motion by Trustee Massaro and seconded by Trustee Santoro to approve Fire Chief Jeffrey W. 
Peistrup as the Identity Theft and Privacy Officer for the Norwood Park Fire Protection District.   
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Motion by Trustee Mezzano and seconded by Trustee Palazzo to ratify the payment to Chase 
Credit Card services in the amount of $6,521.80 for IT, books, shoes, horn, Comcast, cakes, 
plaques. 
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Motion by Trustee Mezzano and seconded by Trustee Massaro to go into Closed Session 
pursuant to Open Meeting Act Section (2)(c)(1) to discuss the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body. 
Roll Call:                         Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Went into Closed Session at 7:00pm.  
Returned from Closed Session at 7:34pm. 
 
Roll Call:                        Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  



Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes, 
Trustee Palazzo; yes, Chief Peistrup; yes.  

 
Motion by Trustee Mezzano and seconded by Trustee Santoro to approve the 7(g) agreement 
for secondary job performing administration and office activities.  
Roll Call:                         Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Motion by Trustee Rybak and seconded by Trustee Santoro to hire< Zully Delia, under the 7(g) 
agreement for secondary job performing administration and office activities. 
Roll Call:                         Trustee Kolaski; yes, Trustee Rybak; yes,  

Trustee Santoro; yes, Trustee Mezzano; yes,  
Trustee Massaro; yes, Trustee Wegrecki; yes,  
Trustee Palazzo; yes. 

AYES: 7 NAY: 0    MOTION CARRIED   
 
Motion by Trustee Mezzano and seconded by Trustee Santoro to adjourn the meeting.  
AYES: 7 NAY: 0  MOTION CARRIED  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:37PM. 
  
 
 
_________________________   ________________                          
Louis Mezzano Joanne Rybak 
Secretary              President  


